
Thank you for your service and dedication to this ministry which is a prayerful act of love for
Jesus Christ and his Church!

Remember that you are handling the corporals and the purificators that may have remains of the
Precious Body and Blood. The linens should be washed carefully because of the reverence that is
given to the divine presence of the Eucharist.

Linens:
1. Purificator is a piece of white linen, about 8 X 12 inches, usually with a small cross in the

center.  It is the linen that is draped over the chalice and used after Holy Communion to clean
the chalice by wiping its rim. It is used to absorb spills of the Precious Blood. It is also used by
the priest or deacon to purify the chalice and the paten after Holy Communion or after the
Mass. 

2. Corporal is a large square piece of linen. It is usually plain, but sometimes with a single cross
embroidered on the center of the cloth. It came from the Latin word "corpus" meaning "body"
because it is used to catch any piece of the consecrated Host (Christ's Body) which might fall.
It is the linen on which the priest places the Holy Eucharist during the Mass. It is also the cloth
on which the sacred vessels are placed during the preparation of gifts and the altar.

3. Lavabo towel is used to dry the priest celebrant's hand during the preparation of the gifts and
the altar. 

Guidelines:
1. Pick-up the linens (purificator, corporal, and hand towel) after the 11am Mass on Sunday or

after the 8am Mass on Monday. Use a laundry bag dedicated for that purpose alone because
it helps in catching fragments of the consecrated Host. Return the linens by Tuesday.

2. Soak the corporals and purificators in a container of water.  Your container will be     used for
that purpose alone. Do not use the sink. Once the Precious Blood and any remaining particles
of the Precious Body have dissolved, wring out the water from the linens as much as you can. 
Pour the water in your garden or where water will be absorbed by the earth.  DO NOT pour it
down the drain, sewer or in a place where people walk.

3. Soak the linens with lipstick and wine stains in hot soapy water or OxiClean (a little brush may
help remove the lipstick).  Stubborn stains may need to be soaked overnight. Check that all
stains have been removed.  

4. Put all linens (purificators, corporals and towels) in a normal HOT wash cycle with mild scented
detergent. DO NOT USE BLEACH and fabric softener because they will damage the fabric and
bluing may occur.  

5. Put in dryer for 7 or 8 minutes. The corporal and purificator will be damp. Linens iron nicely
when damp. The towels must be dried further and do not need to be ironed. 

6. Iron the linens as shown below. 

7. It is important that linens are returned on time so we have enough supply for the Mass. If
unable to return linens by Tuesday, ask another member for help so we do not run out. 



IRONING THE CORPORAL

      
Iron face side up, seam side down.

Divide into thirds, top to bottom. Crease top, fold over center and iron.

Crease bottom, fold over center and iron.

 

Divide into thirds, left to right. Crease left, fold over and iron.

Crease right, fold over center and iron.



IRONING THE PURIFICATOR



FOLDING THE HAND TOWELS

Sources: 

https://www.dio.org/uploads/files/Worship/Mass_and_Roman_Missal/Using_Roman_Missal_3/Mass_and_Parts/MP_

Altar_Linens_Care.pdf 

http://usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/the-mass/general-instruction-of-the-roman-missal/index.cfm

https://www.dio.org/uploads/files/Worship/Mass_and_Roman_Missal/Using_Roman_Missa
https://www.dio.org/uploads/files/Worship/Mass_and_Roman_Missal/Using_Roman_Missa
http://usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/the-mass/general-instruction-of-the-roman-mis

